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Chair’s message 

The Oxley Creek corridor is set to become 
a world-class green, lifestyle and leisure 
destination. Since commencing operations 
in 2017, Oxley Creek Transformation has 
begun turning the ideas from the Oxley Creek 
Transformation Master Plan into reality. 

Opened in July 2020, over a thousand families 
a week are already visiting Warril Parkland, 
the new nature-based adventure parkland at 
Larapinta. Planning is well advanced to create 
a major new regional parkland at Archerfeld 
Wetlands. The development and release of the 
Graceville Riverside Parklands draft Precinct Plan 
(the draft Precinct Plan) is another milestone for 
Oxley Creek Transformation in progressing the 
vision for the 20-kilometre Oxley Creek corridor. 

Graceville Riverside Parklands’ (the parklands) 
interface with the Brisbane River and Oxley 
Creek presents a unique opportunity for Oxley 
Creek Transformation to create something truly 
special at the northern end of the Oxley Creek 
corridor. The Parklands’ prime location, just 
seven kilometres from the CBD, provides an 
optimal arrival experience into the Oxley Creek 
corridor and a canvas to celebrate Brisbane’s 
subtropical climate. With existing playing felds 
and parks, a nautical themed playground and 
community boating and football facilities, this 
greenspace already has a strong foundation 
upon which to build an acclaimed riverside 
destination. 

Through a community focused approach to 
planning, this draft Precinct Plan captures the 

aspirations of the local community provided at 
the ‘Community Ideas Day’ held in November 
2019. Feedback from more than 400 residents 
helped shape the plans to enhance the 
Parklands. 

The upgraded Parklands will take advantage of 
the site’s easy access to water and give visitors 
more ways to enjoy Brisbane’s relaxed outdoor 
lifestyle. Existing spaces and facilities will be 
revitalised and reimagined so people of all 
ages and abilities can experience canoeing, 
kayaking, dragon boating and sailing. Expanded 
greenspaces will create the perfect setting for 
picnics and gatherings. 

Whether it’s enjoying the outlook of the Brisbane 
River, hiring a canoe to explore the creek, walking 
or cycling along The Greenway or picnicking on 
the community green, there will be something 
for everyone to enjoy. 

Oxley Creek Transformation Pty Ltd is committed 
to creating an enduring recreational asset for 
Brisbane. We welcome your feedback during 
the four-week consultation period and thank you 
for your ongoing support. 

Nigel Chamier AM 
Chair 

Oxley Creek Transformation 
Pty Ltd 
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About Oxley Creek’s transformation 

Oxley Creek is set to become a new citywide destination, a 20-kilometre 
recreational corridor that complements Brisbane’s subtropical, outdoor lifestyle 
and showcases its natural assets. Graceville Riverside Parklands will become a 
fagship gateway entry into the creek corridor and an iconic water activity hub. 

The award-winning Oxley Creek Transformation Master Plan (the Master Plan) is guiding 
the creation of this premier open space. It identifes 13 strategic ideas to revitalise specifc 
locations and regenerate the whole corridor. Detailed planning is now underway on these 
strategic ideas. 

Precinct plans translate the Master Plan vision into a conceptual plan for a specifc location. 
They draw on detailed planning and technical investigations to set the strategic direction for a 
site, considering its unique characteristics. These local strategies also consider fow-on impacts 
to the wider catchment. 

This draft Precinct Plan establishes the priority activities and improvements for the parklands 
and will coordinate the efforts of Oxley Creek Transformation, government, the private sector 
and the community. Not only is it the frst step in delivering on the strategic idea of a northern 
‘creek gateway’ but it will also help achieve three other strategic ideas, specifcally: 

•  Strategic Corridor Restoration Plan, a whole-of-corridor, long-term environmental strategy. 

•  The Greenway, a 20-kilometre walking and recreational cycling trail through the corridor. 

•  Sustainable Economic Development Strategy, a whole-of-corridor, long-term economic 
strategy. 

GRACEVILLE RIVERSIDE PARKLANDS DRAFT PRECINCT PLAN
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Situated at the northern-most end of the Oxley Creek corridor with a prime 
waterfront location and existing community facilities and greenspaces, 
Graceville Riverside Parklands has all the elements needed to evolve into a 
dynamic riverside destination. 

About Graceville Riverside Parklands 

Mouth of 
Oxley Creek 

Brisbane River 

Pamphlett Bridge 

Pontoon 

First Nations People and early
European Settlement 

 

Oxley Creek is known to First
Nations People as Benarrawa.
For centuries the dense vine
forest surrounding the mouth of
Oxley Creek provided abundant
resources for the Jagera, Turrbal
and Jinibara Peoples. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Oxley Creek was frst encountered 
by Europeans when New South 
Wales Surveyor-General John
Oxley was led there by shipwrecked 
castaways. Oxley travelled up
the Brisbane River to Oxley
Creek, naming it Canoe Creek, in 
acknowledgment of his castaway 
companions who found a bark 
canoe near its mouth. 

 

 
 

The growth of Brisbane as a colonial 
outpost saw free settlement begin 
in the 1840s, and by the 1860s the 
land around the lower reaches of 
Oxley Creek had been settled by 
farmers with the native vegetation 
cleared to make way for crops such 
as sugar cane, cotton, maize and 
vegetables.  

Emergence of the suburbs 
Over the frst half of the 1900s, 
rural settlements on the western 
creek bank transitioned from farms 
to neighbourhoods featuring large 
allotments and expansive tin and 
timber ‘Queenslanders’. Today
Graceville, Chelmer, Sherwood
and Corinda are among the city’s 
most sought after residential
suburbs. The creek-side parklands 

 
 

 

of Graceville play host to multiple 
sporting clubs, as well as local Sea 
Scout and bushcare groups. 

The eastern bank of the creek 
at Tennyson and Rocklea
transitioned from farming into a 
range of different land uses. In 
1884 the railway from Corinda to 
Woolloongabba opened, attracting 
industrial operations that began to 
establish between the rail line and 
Moolabin Creek. Small residential 
neighbourhoods emerged on the 
more elevated, riverside land. 
Today industry remains part of the 
urban fabric supporting thousands 
of jobs as part of a bigger industrial 
precinct known as the South West 
Industrial Gateway. 
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Brisbane Canoeing 
storage 

Bert St Clair 
Oval 

Graceville 
Riverside Parklands 

Sea Scout hall 

St Joseph’s 
Gregory Terrace 

playing felds 

Simpsons 
Playground 

High-value waterfront homes still 
line the river alongside major 
sporting venues The Brisbane Golf 
Club, established in 1896, and the 
contemporary Queensland Tennis 
Centre. 

Vegetation removal and 
restoration 
The removal of pre-European 
native vegetation from the creek 
mouth and surrounding plains 
for agricultural and then urban 
development has left a legacy of 
fractured fauna corridors, denuded 
banks and weed infestations. 
However, local and catchment-wide 
community organisations have 
begun restoring riparian vegetation. 
The Queensland Government’s 
protection of mangroves, via the 

Fisheries Act 1994, has also seen 
an increase in their presence within 
the tidal zone of the lower reaches 
of the creek. 

A history of fooding 
Oxley Creek is the Brisbane 
River’s longest tributary, fowing 
70 kilometres from the forested 
slopes of Mt Perry, south of Ipswich, 
to meet the Brisbane River at 
Graceville. While the parklands 
precinct is mostly elevated, the land 
surrounding the lower reaches of 
Oxley Creek has historically served 
as a foodplain, storing food water 
from both the Brisbane River and 
Oxley Creek. Low lying residential 
and industrial development within 
the suburbs of Graceville, Tennyson, 
Sherwood and Rocklea is often at 

risk of inundation due to fooding. 
In response to the 2011 foods, 
the Queensland Government 
developed the Brisbane River 
Catchment Flood Study 2017 and 
Strategic Floodplain Management 
Plan 2019. Planning for Graceville 
Riverside Parklands will consider 
these studies to ensure proposed 
improvements do not negatively 
affect the catchment’s existing 
food immunity levels. 
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Developing the draft Precinct Plan 

Respecting the unique characteristics of the parklands, understanding the 
opportunities and constraints and responding to feedback from the community 
are essential parts of the precinct planning process. 

Building on a strong foundation 
The parklands precinct at the mouth of Oxley Creek 
already hosts popular playing felds with a rugby 
league clubhouse, pocket parks, nautical themed 
playground, large grassed areas with mature trees and 
a two-storey Sea Scout building with boating storage 
facilities on the lower level. Public toilets and parking 
facilities are situated in the centre of the playground 
reserve. A walking track skirts the parklands precinct 
while Graceville Avenue passes through the middle. 
The draft Precinct Plan unifes these existing elements 
and carefully balances the needs of current and 
future users. Enhancement activities focus primarily 
on Graceville Riverside Parklands, located north of 
Graceville Avenue. 

Sharing ideas 
Oxley Creek Transformation is committed to working 
with the community in planning for improvements to 
the creek corridor. In combination with a four-week 
online survey, Oxley Creek Transformation hosted a 
‘Community Ideas Day’ on Saturday 30 November 

2019 so residents could comment on early concepts 
for the parklands precinct and share their ideas to help 
shape its future. More than 250 people attended the 
event and 812 votes were cast in support of various 
ideas. The online survey received an additional 120 
feedback responses. Community members now 
have four weeks to review and comment on the draft 
Precinct Plan. 

Talking with community groups 
Oxley Creek Transformation talked extensively with 
local community groups to help prepare the draft 
Precinct Plan including the Pamphlett-Tennyson Sea 
Scouts, Souths Graceville Hounds Rugby League 
Club, Brisbane Canoeing, Sailability and Strickland 
Terrace Park Bushcare Group. These stakeholders 
shared their frst-hand knowledge of the existing 
parklands and ideas for its evolution to help focus 
and shape planning works. 

Community Ideas Day 

812 votes 
were cast by the 

community in 
support of the 
various ideas 

proposed for the 
parklands. 

Over 250 
people 

attended the 
‘Community Ideas 

Day’ held on 
30 November 2019. 

Community 
feedback and 
ideas helped 

shape the 
development 
of the draft 

Precinct Plan. 

120 
feedback responses 

were received 
through the online 
survey released in 

November 2019 for 
four weeks. 
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Community supported ideas for Graceville Riverside Parklands 

Access to a 
20km walking 

and cycling 
network. 

Upgraded 
facilities for 
water-based 
recreation. 

Enhancing 
views to the 

river and 
creek. 

Upgraded 
play and 
exercise 

equipment. 
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9 Riverside exercise stations 

Toilet 

Car parking 

Park entry 

Sea Scout hall access track 

Graceville Avenue Park 

Nadine Street Park 

Bert St Clair Oval 

Rugby league club 
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Graceville Riverside Parklands 

Watercraft launch ramp 

Pontoon 

Rigging area 

Sea Scout hall 

Brisbane Canoeing storage 

Picnic areas 

Simpsons Playground 
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Graceville Riverside Parklands existing facilities 

Graceville Riverside Parklands is already a unique place. Bounded by the 
Brisbane River and Oxley Creek, the parklands are flled with pockets of shade 
provided by eucalypt, mango, fg trees and hoop pines. Simpsons ‘boat park’ 
Playground has provided the stage for young children’s adventures for many 
years, while the Sea Scout hall, Canoe Club, and associated water access 
pontoon provide a steady buzz of activity. 
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Planning for new facilities within the parklands will build on the existing foundations by 
improving the functionality of park features already appreciated by the community, while 
establishing a signature gateway entry into the Oxley Creek corridor and an exciting 
water activity hub destination. 
Waterway access 
Refer to: 2 3 6 

Brisbane Canoeing currently operates out of temporary 
storage facilities located within the parklands. An 
opportunity exists within the parklands to establish a 
permanent club facility with the ability to accommodate 
additional community-based water activity providers. 

Silt from the creek and river periodically collects under the 
pontoon and over the launching ramp, causing a range of 
accessibility issues for watercraft users. Relocation of the 
pontoon and boat ramp to alternate sites and orientations, 
on the banks of the parklands, could avoid ongoing siltation 
issues and provide additional space for people to access the 
river and creek on a range of watercraft. 

Picnic facilities 
Refer to: 7 

The parklands picnic facilities lack shade and shelter. The 
existing park furniture is ageing and diffcult for people with 
mobility issues to access. Upgrade of the park furniture to 
current standards would support improved accessibility 
for a range of users as well as ease of use in all weather 
conditions. 

Play and exercise equipment 
Refer to: 8 9 

The boat play structure within Simpsons Playground is 
an iconic element. However, the remaining playground 
equipment is ageing and lacks the ability to capture the 
imagination of children. Upgrading the playground to create 
a unique play experience that celebrates the boat, would 
create a destination experience for kids and parents alike. 

The Nadine Street riverside path exercise equipment is 
ageing and lacks the diversity of current park-based gym 
equipment. Improvements to the exercise equipment would 
reinforce the riverside path as a location to get active and 
healthy. 

Community and identity 
Refer to: 1 

The parklands lack an appropriately sized area where the 
community can come together. The provision of a large, 
grassed community green, with infrastructure such as power, 
water and lighting, would provide a space for community 
celebrations and commemorations. 

For centuries Oxley Creek was an important source of food 
and materials for First Nations People. Opportunity exists to 
better celebrate and inform park users about the connection 
of First Nations People to Oxley Creek. 

Parkland connectivity 
Refer to: 10 11 12 

Graceville Riverside Parklands currently lacks pathways 
to provide safe and convenient access to key facilities. 
Opportunity exists to improve connections within both 
the parklands and to the surrounding greenspaces and 
residential areas. 

The Sea Scout hall access track currently bisects a large area 
of the parklands. Relocation of this access track would allow 
the consolidation of greenspace and improve park user 
safety. 

Adjoining greenspaces 
Refer to: 14 15 16 17 

Graceville Avenue and Nadine Street Parks are green open 
spaces with limited park facilities. 

The Souths Graceville Hounds Rugby League Club at Bert 
St Clair Oval has two felds and a club house. The club plans 
to upgrade their club house and felds to accommodate 
additional members, as well as providing dedicated facilities 
for female players. 
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To transform the 
parklands precinct 

into a flagship 
gateway entry to the 
Oxley Creek corridor, 

connecting river, creek 
and community. 

‘A destination that 
respects, complements 
and protects the natural 

environment.’ 

Enhancing and 
protecting our 
natural assets 

‘A starting point for 
exploring the creek 

corridor by bike, watercraft 
or on foot.’ 

Establishing a 
gateway for 

adventures along 
Oxley Creek 

‘A place to slow down, 
get active or celebrate 
with the community.’ 

Creating a riverside 
recreation and 

activity precinct 
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Our vision for Graceville Riverside Parklands 
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Creating a riverside recreation and activity precinct 

‘A place to slow down, get active or celebrate with the community.’ 

The parklands’ many activity nodes will function as distinct places for the 
community to come together, play, exercise, relax and enjoy the outdoors. 

• Upgrade general park facilities and amenities 
to support picnicking. 

• Provide play facilities and activities for a range 
of ages that supports active, educational and 
imaginative play. 

• Create an event-ready space to host 
community celebrations and activities. 

• Provide support infrastructure for food trucks 
to trade during community events. 

• Provide creative, soft outdoor lighting to add 
to the visual appeal of the parklands and to 
accomodate early evening enjoyment. 

• Upgrade existing water-access facilities to 
improve river and creek access for water-based 
recreation activities. 

• Investigate opportunities for the community 
and visitors to hire non-motorised watercraft 
and water-play equipment. 

• Support club and community lessees by 
integrating their operations into the offerings 
of the parklands and providing complementary 
facilities. 
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Whether arriving by boat, bus, bicycle, car or on foot, visitors will be 
welcomed into the parklands and encouraged to journey further into the 
Oxley Creek corridor to explore its natural setting, unique precincts and 
activity hubs. 

•  Establish tour boat and water taxi arrival 
facilities to provide an additional option for 
visitors to access a major gateway to Oxley 
Creek. 

•  Provide a landmark start/fnish point for The 
Greenway experience, a 20-kilometre long 
walking and cycling trail following the path 
of Oxley Creek. 

•  Create a launching point for the Oxley Creek 
Paddle Trail experience, a 10-kilometre long 
journey along the creek. 

• Investigate non-motorised watercraft and 
bike hire facilities to assist visitors to the 
parklands to explore The Greenway and the 
Oxley Creek Paddle Trail. 

‘A starting point for exploring the creek corridor by bike, watercraft or on 
foot.’ 

GRACEVILLE RIVERSIDE PARKLANDS DRAFT PRECINCT PLAN

 

Establishing a gateway for adventures along Oxley Creek 
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Enhancing and protecting our natural assets 

‘A destination that respects, complements and protects the natural 
environment.’ 

Revitalising the parklands precinct will contribute to achieving the goal 
of greater biodiversity values, environmental health and resilience of 
the Oxley Creek corridor. 

• Contribute to corridor actions and 
projects associated with the Oxley 
Creek Transformation Strategic Corridor 
Restoration Plan. 

• Ensure parklands facilities and improvements 
adopt water smart, energy-effcient and 
food-resilient design solutions. 

• Investigate opportunities to increase the 
amount of native tree shade cover across the 
parklands precinct. 

• Develop location-specifc onsite and online 
activities for the Oxley Creek Transformation 
Junior Ranger Program to encourage a new 
generation of environmental stewards. 

• Monitor and report on water quality so 
residents and visitors can make informed 
decisions about recreational use of the 
waterway. 

• Undertake site-specifc actions to manage 
riparian-based invasive weed species. 

15 



Parkland entry: Nadine Street 

Car parking 

Picnic areas 

Playground 

Junior Greenway Scooter Track 

Exercise stations located along 
riverside pathway 

Community green 
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Located at the confuence of the Brisbane River and Oxley Creek, the parklands 
are a picturesque greenspace cooled by river breezes. Revitalisation works 
will transform this quiet pocket into a signature recreational destination, 
showcasing hidden natural gems and animating the water’s edge. 
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Water Activity Hub 

Rigging area and disability parking 

Sea Scout hall and watercraft storage 

Vehicle access to Water Activity Hub 

Gateway to The Greenway experience 

Gateway to the Oxley Creek Paddle Trail experience 
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Legend 

Graceville Riverside Parklands Concept Plan 

Nadine Street 

BRISBANE RIVER 

O
XLEY CREEK 

V erney Road East 

Graceville A venue 
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Artist’s impression of the community green 

A hub for water activity 
Refer to: 9 10 1211 

The northeast corner of the parklands will become a regional 
hub for water-based play and sport. Refer to pages 18 and 
19 for further detail on the Water Activity Hub. 

Celebrating community 
Refer to: 7 

Greenspaces will be reimagined as community venues 
to relax, gather and celebrate. A new community green 
in the centre of the parklands will provide the setting for 
programmed community and cultural events and double as 
a large, open space for informal play, sport and relaxation. 
Fringed by shady mature trees, the event-ready community 
green will feature power and water as well as soft feature 
lighting so activity can extend into the early evening. 

Spaces to play, exercise and relax 
Refer to: 3 4 5 6 

Situated under a grove of mature trees, the existing boat 
play structure will be the centrepiece of a new play space 
designed to encourage kids’ imagination and curiosity. 
Older kids will enjoy the new ‘Junior Greenway’ looped 
scooter track with challenging obstacles, while adults will be 
able to get active using new equipment on the upgraded 
riverside exercise circuit. 

Artist’s impression of the upgraded playground 

Open grassed areas with shelters, picnic furniture and 
electric barbecues will adjoin the playground and scooter 
track, while grassed areas under large shade trees will 
provide a range of locations to lay out a picnic blanket. 

A connected riverside destination 
Refer to: 1 12 132 

Activity nodes within the parklands will be linked by existing 
and new pathways. Connections to surrounding streets and 
parks will also be enhanced. Additional tree planting along 
paths will provide shade from the sun. 

The existing car park will be upgraded to provide additional 
parking. New pedestrian crossings through the car park will 
provide safe access between activity nodes and facilities. 
The vehicle access to the Sea Scout hall and pontoon will be 
relocated to create additional space within the centre of the 
parklands for the community green. 

Gateway to adventure 
Refer to: 13 14 

The parklands will become a key entry point for two must-
do experiences: The Greenway and the Oxley Creek Paddle 
Trail. These trails will become central spines for moving 
through the creek corridor. Traversing them will become the 
defning experience of visiting Oxley Creek. 

Artist’s impression of the Junior Greenway Scooter Track 
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A new facility combining community gathering spaces with boat storage and 
rigging areas will form the foundation of the Water Activity Hub. The facility 
will function as an open-air terrace with river views on the upper level and a 
venue for boating activities below. 

Water Activity Hub 

A riverside 
gateway to 
a range of 

experiences 
along Oxley 

Creek. 
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A confuence of community life 
The new two-storey Water Activity Hub facility will adjoin 
the existing Sea Scout hall with new watercraft storage, 
rigging, amenities and gathering spaces planned. At 
creek-level, it will provide a permanent home for the 
parklands’ existing temporary community lessee, 
Brisbane Canoeing, and, potentially, additional space 
to accommodate other water-based activity community 
groups in the future. At park-level, covered seating areas, 
food truck parking, toilets and changing facilities will 
make the Water Activity Hub a natural gathering place for 
community groups and visitors to the parklands. 

Getting on the water 
Replacing the existing pontoon and watercraft launch ramp 
will support the increased usage that the new facilities will 
encourage. Both the launch ramp and pontoon will be 
located in new positions along the bank edge to avoid 
siltation. The new pontoon will be larger than the existing 
pontoon and designed to accommodate all abilities access. 

Supporting adventure 
The new pontoon will also provide the opportunity for tour 
boats to disembark adventure seekers visiting the Oxley 
Creek corridor.  The potential to provide hire facilities within 
the parklands to supply visitors with bikes, canoes and 
kayaks so they can sample The Greenway and Oxley Creek 
Paddle Trail experiences will be investigated. 

Artist’s impression of the Water Activity Hub 

River vistas 
Viewing the river will be an important part of the parklands 
experience. New vantage points will provide the perfect 
opportunity to admire the riverscape and spectate sailing 
and paddling activities. The Water Activity Hub will be a 
landmark in the journey along the river, heralding both the 
presence of Oxley Creek and the start of The Greenway. 
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The Confuence 
Start your journey at the confuence of Oxley Creek and 
the Brisbane River. Take in views of the river from the Water 
Activity Hub at the parklands and learn about the history of 
local First Nations people and early European settlement. 

City Farm 
Spot cows and sheep grazing in the paddocks of Corinda
State High School’s City Farm, one of the only locations within 
Brisbane where you still can experience a rural landscape. 

 

Pelican Island 
Detour to Pelican Island down one of The Greenway’s many 
side trails and loops. Approach the lagoon surrounding the 
island quietly to glimpse ducks, black swans, pelicans and 
other waterbirds on the water. 

The Pocket 
Stroll along the loop walk at Cliveden Pocket to encounter 
remnant zones of native plants and trees. Get to know the 
local native fora and fauna and learn how to protect it for 
future generations along the walk’s interpretive trail. 

Wetland Immersion 
Float through the landscape as The Greenway becomes 
a series of boardwalks offering passage through wetland 
environments. Seasonal inundations recharge these wetland 
areas providing habitat for thousands of insect, amphibian 
and reptile species. 

The parklands will be a key gateway into the future 20-kilometre long Greenway. 
Stretching from the Brisbane River at Graceville to Warril Parkland at Larapinta, 
The Greenway will take walkers and cyclists through many different landscapes 
along the Oxley Creek corridor from serene wetland parks to open grasslands, 
untouched bushland pockets and small recreational hubs hosting ecotourism 
activities and community events. 

Signature experiences on The Greenway – Brisbane River to 
Archerfeld Wetlands 

GRACEVILLE RIVERSIDE PARKLANDS DRAFT PRECINCT PLAN

The Greenway experience  
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Moolabin Creek 
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Graceville Riverside Parklands 

Oxley Creek Common 



In the coming years, a journey up the creek from the pontoon at the parklands 
will open up a world of new experiences inaccessible from the bank edge. 
Paddle for exercise or pleasure and follow the creek to fnd hidden works of 
art, exotic migratory water birds, shy aquatic creatures and peaceful picnicking 
sites. 

Pamphlett Bridge 
Take an adventure in art in the people’s gallery beneath 
the bridge. Marvel at the street art applied to bridge 
support columns, the frst of many public artworks adorning 
repurposed canvases you’ll fnd along the creek. 

Oxley Creek Common 
Break your journey at the Oxley Creek Common pontoon 
to seek out the white-bellied sea-eagle, yellow-rumped 
thornbill, striped honeyeater or mangrove gerygone. The 
Common is a birdwatcher’s paradise with 208 different 
species of native and migratory birds visiting annually. 

Secret Forest 
Time for a picnic! Tie up at the pontoon and wander through 
the old hoop pine forest to the secluded picnic facilities. 
Feel like you are in the middle of nowhere until you climb 
the observation tower and see the city skyline. 

Mangrove Watch 
Glide along the edge of the mangroves spotting egrets and 
rainbow bee-eaters overhead, while water dragons bask on 
overhanging branches. 

Gum Cathedral 
Paddle along the Corinda reaches of the creek beneath the 
sacred stillness of the large gum trees that arch out over the 
water. This remnant eucalypt forest speaks of a time before 
European settlement when giant gums, towering scrub 
palms, fowering creepers, ferns and wild passion fower 
once flled the banks. 

Signature experiences on the water – Brisbane River to Archerfeld 
Wetlands 

GRACEVILLE RIVERSIDE PARKLANDS DRAFT PRECINCT PLAN

Oxley Creek Paddle Trail experience 
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Natural regeneration 
Oxley Creek has endured a long history of
urbanisation and industry, which has taken its toll 
on creek health. Catchment and bushcare groups, 
Indigenous communities and hundreds of volunteers 
have worked for decades to restore areas of the creek, 
focusing on practical, on-the-ground rehabilitation 
projects. In more recent years, the Lord Mayor’s Oxley 
Creek Catchment Taskforce unifed these recovery 
efforts to intensify the outcomes, paving the way for 
the work of Oxley Creek Transformation. 

 
Environmental rehabilitation efforts within the 
parklands will focus on strengthening existing 
wildlife corridors as well as increasing the width of 
riparian vegetation. Weed management and new 
plantings will encourage natural regeneration of the 
original ecosystems to increase habitat for wildlife. 
Park improvements will explore the opportunity 
to increase the amount of native tree shade cover. 
These improvements will contribute to the whole-of- 
corridor, long-term environmental strategy outlined 
in the Master Plan. 

An outdoor classroom 
Oxley Creek Transformation’s Junior Ranger Program 
will develop exciting and informative on-ground 
discovery trails that build children’s knowledge of 

local history and environmental challenges. Online 
activities and games will inspire enthusiasm for the 
natural world to encourage a new generation of 
environmental stewards. 

Successful delivery of the parklands vision requires Oxley Creek Transformation 
to partner with community members and groups as environmental stewards of 
this unique asset. 

GRACEVILLE RIVERSIDE PARKLANDS DRAFT PRECINCT PLAN

Enhancing and protecting – environmental stewardship 
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Implementation Plan 

Graceville Riverside Parklands has the potential to become an environmental 
asset and recreational destination for the city. Achieving this requires strong 
partnerships and long-term commitment from government, the private sector 
and the community. 

Forging community partnerships 
The frst step in delivering the Water Activity Hub is to 
work with community lessees to refne the conceptual 
design and ensure it meets their needs. Community 
feedback will also be used to fnalise the plan. With 
an agreed concept in place, stakeholders can then 
work as a collective with Oxley Creek Transformation 
to identify and bid for governmental grants and/ 
or broker private funding partnerships for delivery 
funding. 

Improving water access 
Provision of a new pontoon and watercraft launch 
ramp will require working together with Brisbane City 
Council to identify funding and opportunities to align 
the facilities with the existing Brisbane’s River Access 
Network. 

Enhancing existing parkland facilities 
Oxley Creek Transformation will work together with 
Brisbane City Council to progressively upgrade 
facilities within the parklands. Early focus will be on 
creating more places to picnic, play and exercise, 
supported by upgrades of the car park and existing 
toilet. 

Constructing The Greenway 
The Greenway will be delivered incrementally over time 
through different corridor projects. The Greenway, 
north of the Ipswich Motorway, will be the initial focus 
of investment, capitalising on opportunities to link 
with existing recreational and commuter walking and 

cycling networks. Connecting the parklands, Oxley 
Creek Common at Rocklea, and Cliveden Reserve 
at Corinda will increase opportunities for locals and 
visitors to experience multiple parklands during one 
outing. 

Forming the paddle trail 
Elements of the Oxley Creek Paddle Trail already exist 
such as the pontoons that provide access at Oxley 
Creek Common and Cliveden Reserve. However, for 
the trail to become a tangible entity and a marketable 
experience, it requires additional unifying elements 
such as a trailhead with watercraft hire facilities, more 
picnicking destinations accessible from the creek 
and other interesting and authentic experiences on 
the journey. A trailhead and hire facility is proposed 
at the Graceville Riverside Parklands Water Activity 
Hub. New pontoons and picnic areas at Secret Forest 
and Archerfeld Wetlands will be delivered over time 
as part of the Oxley Creek Common and Archerfeld 
Wetlands priority projects. Opportunity also exists to 
work with Brisbane City Council to deliver artworks 
that enliven the journey along the creek. 

Restoring nature’s systems 
Achieving the goal of a healthy self-sustaining urban 
waterway requires a long-term, whole-of-corridor 
approach. Rehabilitation projects within the parklands 
will be planned in parallel with broader environmental 
activities for the corridor, in consultation with both 
Brisbane City Council and local environmental groups. 

Legend 

Water Activity Hub 

Focus of improvements to Graceville 
Riverside Parklands 

The Greenway experience 

Oxley Creek Paddle Trail experience 

Note: 

Improvements outlined in the draft 
Precinct Plan will be progressively 
delivered over a period of up to 

seven years, subject to funding and 
collaboration commitments. 
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Next steps 

1. Review and incorporate
feedback received during the 
draft Precinct Plan community 
and stakeholder engagement 

program in early 2021. 

2. Finalise the Precinct Plan in
early to mid-2021. 

Stay up to date 

You can stay up to date on our progress 
by signing up to our mailing list at 

www.oxleycreek.com.au/contact-us 

You can also stay informed by following 
us on our social media channels 

(#ouroxleycreek). 

Find out more about Oxley Creek 
Transformation by visiting our website at 

www.oxleycreek.com.au 

Have your say! 

Oxley Creek Transformation values the diversity of skills, 
views and expertise of community members. 

Please share your thoughts on this draft Precinct Plan by: 

• Completing the online survey at:
oxleycreek.com.au/graceville-riverside-parklands

• Sending an email to: info@oxleycreek.com.au

• Writing to: Oxley Creek Transformation
GPO Box 1434 
Brisbane QLD 4001 

The feedback period closes 
Sunday, 6 December 2020. 
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