#VOICEANDCHOICESUMMIT 2026 – Marang Media LGBTIQ Category

This award recognises innovative and progressive coverage of LGBTIQ issues in the countries covered by the Marang Fund (Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia, Madagascar, Mauritius) as well as Southern Africa as a whole, including legislative and policy reform; changing attitudes and mindsets; mainstreaming diversity and inclusion in all our work.  

I. Eligibility: You must be part of the Marang LGBTIQ Southern Africa Fund and will need to give the name of someone who can verify that you are part of this programme. 
II. Administrative information: Name, E Mail, phone, how you identify, age  
III. Presentation of LGBTIQ media story
IV. Evidence – upload or link to the article, provide a description of evidence of impact, and upload supporting evidence of such. 

You can download a words version of the form here, and work on it offline before filling in the online form. Please note however that the application and accompanying travel form must be filled in online by 11.59 pm South Africa time on Friday 6 February.  You will need to share a power point presentation with the relevant programme officer by 11.59 pm South African time on Monday 2 March. 
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Please consult the country officer for help if you have challenges in your application:

http://genderlinks.org.za/who-we-are/where-we-work/

Or send an E Mail to: mande@genderlinks.org.za.

I. ELIGIBILITY 
1) Which programme does this application fall under?
( ) Marang LGBTIQ Southern Africa Fund
( ) Other

	Message if “Other” selected:

	You are not eligible to apply for the Marang Media LGBTIQ Category.
This award is only open to participants from the Marang LGBTIQ Southern Africa Fund. As you do not belong to this programme, you cannot proceed with this application.

	ENDS APPLICATION



Only appears for all except WOSSO and Other:
2) Country*
( ) Botswana
( ) Lesotho
( ) Madagascar
( ) Mauritius
( ) Namibia

3) Media House name 
Drop-down based on country

Kindly provide us with the contact details of the editor who approved your article and that can verify that you belong to their Media House. 

4) Name of editor who can confirm that you are a journalist at the Media House. 
_________________________________________________ 

5) Editor email address: 
_________________________________________________ 

6) 5)	Editor phone number e.g. 00 27 82 622 2877*
_________________________________________________

APPLICATION FORM

II. ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION – AUTHOR OF THE MEDIA STORY

7) Date of Application*
_________________________________________________

8) Name and Surname of the author of the media story and responsible for confirming that consent has been obtained for it*
_________________________________________________

9) Email address of author*
_________________________________________________


10) Cell phone number e.g. 00 27 82 622 2877*
_________________________________________________

11) Age Group*
( ) Younger than 18
( ) 18-30
( ) 31-40
( ) 41-50
( ) 51-60
( ) 60+


12) Living with a disability?*
( ) Yes
( ) No


13) Sex and or gender identity*
( ) Male
( ) Female
( ) Trans man
( ) Trans woman
( ) Non-binary
( ) Gender non-conforming
( ) Intersex
( ) Prefer not to say
( ) Not listed here (please specify)

14) Sexual orientation*
( ) Heterosexual / Straight
( ) Bisexual
( ) Asexual
( ) Lesbian
( ) Gay
( ) Prefer not to say
( ) Not listed here (please specify)


III. PRESENTATION OF LGBTIQ MEDIA STORY

6) Type of media*
( ) Print
( ) Radio
( ) Television
( ) Online

7) Name of newspaper title/radio or television programme/ website*

8) Title of article/radio or television segment/online article*
________________________________________________________

9) Background? (LGBTIQ relevance) *
· What was the specific LGBTIQ-related issue, gap, or challenge addressed in your media work?
· Why was this issue important for advancing the rights, safety, visibility, or wellbeing of LGBTIQ people in your context?
· Which LGBTIQ communities or groups were most affected (e.g. lesbian women, trans and gender-diverse people, intersex people, queer youth, people living with HIV)?
________________________________________________________

13) Please indicate the LGBTIQ-related themes covered in your submission
(Select all that apply) *
[ ] Sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, and sex characteristics (LGBTIQSC)
[ ] LGBTIQ access to health services (including HIV, PrEP, SRHR, mental health)
[ ] Violence, discrimination, or criminalisation of LGBTIQ people
[ ] Legal, policy, or human rights protections for LGBTIQ communities
[ ] LGBTIQ economic inclusion, livelihoods, or social protection
[ ] LGBTIQ participation in public life, leadership, or decision-making
[ ] Intersectionality (e.g. disability, age, migration status, class, race)
[ ] Media freedom, representation, or narrative change on LGBTIQ issues
[ ] Other (please specify): _______________________________


15) Synopsis – The Media Contribution (LGBTIQ Focus) *
· What type of media work did you produce? (e.g. print article, radio programme, TV feature, online story, photo essay, investigative report)
· What was the central message or narrative you sought to advance regarding LGBTIQ issues?
· Who was the primary audience for this work?
· What perspective, approach, or ethical consideration (e.g. consent, anonymity, safety) made your coverage distinctive or responsible?
____________________________________________ 

18) How did your article contribute to change? *
· What role did your media work play in bringing attention to this issue?
· What specific actions (e.g., reporting, investigations, campaigns, interviews, features) contributed to creating awareness or prompting change?
· How do you know your coverage influenced the conversation, attitudes, or decision-making?
____________________________________________ 

16) What change or impact did your media work help to create? *
Select all that apply
[ ] Awareness raising
[ ] Influencing attitudes or behaviours
[ ] Informing or influencing policy or decision-making
[ ] Strengthening accountability
[ ] Other - Write In (Required): _________________________________________________

17) The Change / Impact*
· Describe the change or impact your media work contributed to.
· Who benefited from this coverage and in what way?
· Was the change positive or negative?
· What was the situation before your media work?
· What is the situation now?
____________________________________________ 

19) Sustainability and Next Steps*
· How will the visibility or awareness created by your media work be sustained or expanded?
· Are there plans to continue reporting on this issue, follow up with stakeholders, or scale up coverage?
· How might your work inspire or enable further action for inclusion at local or national level?
____________________________________________ 

IV. EVIDENCE
20) Kindly select if you would like to upload or provide and accessible link to your media article
( ) Upload
( ) Provide accessible link
____________________________________________ 

21) Please describe the impact of your media article or coverage. 
Where possible, include evidence such as audience reach, readership or viewership numbers, engagement (shares, comments, likes), media pickups, policy or public responses, or any other indicators that show how your work influenced awareness, attitudes, or action.
____________________________________________ 

22) Upload evidence of impact described above (optional)
____________________________________________ 

22) LGBTIQ Awareness Index
	Please rate your article on LGBTIQ Awareness Index. Judges will verify the rating. Please rate 0 to 10 where 0=weak; 10=excellent
	0 to 10

	The story explicitly centres LGBTIQ communities, rights, lived realities, or meaningfully mainstreams sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, and sex characteristics (LGBTIQSC).
	

	The story meaningfully includes and fairly represents diverse LGBTIQ voices and lived experiences, giving appropriate weight to those most affected by the issue.
	

	The story reflects perspectives from both decision-makers and LGBTIQ people directly affected, clearly illustrating power dynamics and differential impact.
	

	All sources and subjects in the story are represented with dignity, respect, and agency, avoiding sensationalism, misrepresentation, or harm.
	

	The story challenges harmful stereotypes, stigma, and discrimination related to sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, and sex characteristics, and affirms diversity.
	

	The story contributes to informed public dialogue on LGBTIQ issues, rights, and social justice through education, advocacy, or critical reflection.
	

	Where data or statistics are used, they are accurate, contextualised, and appropriately disaggregated, or the limitations and gaps in available data are clearly acknowledged.
	

	The story takes a clear human right–based approach grounded in equality, non-discrimination, bodily autonomy, and dignity.
	

	The story demonstrates strong attention to privacy, safety, and security, including risk mitigation for participants and communities in restrictive or hostile environments.
	

	The story offers fresh, original, or under-represented perspectives on LGBTIQ issues and demonstrates editorial courage without exposing individuals or communities to undue risks.
	



42) By ticking this box, I hereby certify that the work presented is my original work. *
[ ] I certify that this work is my original work

Thank you for your submission. We look forward to reviewing it. 

A PDF copy of your application will be sent to the E Mail provided
PLEASE NOTE - if you do not receive it within a few minutes of submitting, please check you junk mailbox as it may have been sent there. *
_________________________________________________

!!Travel form completion required!!
· Due to tight timelines, all applicants are required to complete the travel form at the same time as the application 
· Please use the following link to complete the form and select “2026 Voice and Choice Summit” under Event. 
· Gender Links will cover travel and accommodation for one person per eligible organisation.
· If you are making more than one application and have already filled out the form, you may select the already filled out option. 

1. Have you completed the online travel form for the 2026 Voice and Choice Summit?
Ticking yes without having completed the form may negatively impact on your application outcome. 
( ) Yes

You are about to submit your application. Be sure that you are ready to do so before proceeding. Hit the "Back" button if necessary.

Thank You!
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