10 Principles for writing a compelling blog
1. Know your audience
· Identify who you are writing for and tailor your tone, language, and content to their interests and needs.
· Consider their knowledge level and what problems or questions they might have.
2. Craft a strong headline
· Use clear, specific, and intriguing titles that promise value.
· Avoid clickbait; deliver what the headline suggests.
3. Start with a hook
· Begin with a captivating introduction—a question, anecdote, statistic, or bold statement—to immediately capture attention.
4. Be clear and concise
· Use simple language and short paragraphs for readability.
· Avoid jargon unless your audience expects it, and explain complex terms when necessary.
5. Provide value
· Focus on solving a problem, answering a question, or offering a unique perspective.
· Support claims with facts, examples, and credible sources.
6. Use visuals and formatting
· Use a picture/ image relevant to the story (ensure you have permission to use it)
· Use bold or italics to highlight key points, but sparingly.
7. Inject personality
· Write in your authentic voice; let your personality shine through.
· Use anecdotes or personal experiences to build a connection.
8. Encourage interaction or call to action
· Invite readers to comment and share their thoughts at the end of each post. Responding to comments can build a community around your blog.
· Encourage people to take action, eg. join the campaign. 

9. End with a strong conclusion
· Summarise key takeaways or actionable steps.
· Include a call-to-action (CTA), such as inviting comments, shares, or further reading.
10. Edit and proofread
· Review for grammar, spelling, and clarity.
· Read aloud to catch awkward phrasing and ensure a smooth flow.

Good blog examples
“Still, Ain’t I a Woman?” — Sojourner Truth and the Modern Backlash Against Women
Silencing the Blogger, Fueling the Fire: Albert Ojwang and the Digital Frontline
Princess Masindi vs Patriarchy: When Culture Becomes a Battleground for Women’s Leadership
Southern Africa: We are the ones we are waiting for!



