
 
 

 

Science Teachers as Public Health Educators 

Since early 2020, tens of thousands of science teachers in the United States have been doing their 

best to help students grapple with the reality of SARS-CoV-2 and COVID-19. No one imagined 

that two years later, the pandemic would still be exerting such a profound influence. However, 

science teachers may feel the impacts of the pandemic even more acutely than other teachers 

given (1) students’ inclination to turn to their science teachers with questions about COVID and 

(2) science teachers’ demonstrated willingness to assume the role of public health educators.  

FOCUS OF THE STUDY 
Horizon Research, Inc. is conducting a study to address the following questions: 

• How does the pandemic continue to influence science instruction (for example, 

instructional time, instructional strategies), and how has that influence shifted? 

• How has teaching about COVID evolved? What new topics (for example, vaccines) have 

teachers taken up in the context of COVID? 

• What factors now exert the greatest influence on teaching about COVID, and how do 

those differ from the factors at play in the spring of 2020?  

• How has the pandemic impacted teachers personally, including manageability of 

workload, opportunities for professional growth/development, physical/mental wellness, 

and job satisfaction? 

 

STUDY PARTICIPATION 
You are eligible to participate in this study if you: (1) currently teach science in grades K–12, 

regardless of whether you have taught about COVID, or (2) taught science in grades K–12 

during the 2020-21 school year but are no longer in the teaching profession. If you choose to 

participate, you will initially complete a brief online registration. A couple weeks later, you will 

be asked to complete an online survey addressing the study research questions. Everyone who 

completes the online survey will be entered into a drawing for 1 of 50, $100 cash prizes.  

 
The study is being directed by Peggy J. Trygstad (Principal Investigator) and P. Sean Smith (co-

Principal Investigator). 

Science Teachers as Public Health Educators is funded by the National Science Foundation 

under Grant No. 2204901. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations 

expressed here are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the National 

Science Foundation. 
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