CRN's 2026 Tech Innovator Awards Application

 
Each year, CRN recognizes the most innovative products across a number of technology categories. The awards honor products that offer ingenuity and technological differentiation that are of value to the solution provider channel.

A panel of CRN editors will select multiple finalists as well as a winner in each category.

Finalists will be published on CRN.com on July 13th. Winners will be announced on CRN.com on August 5th.
Cost to apply: $195 USD per product, non-refundable


DEADLINE: Final versions of your application must be submitted ONLINE by 11:59PM PT on Friday, April 10th, 2026.  

Eligibility:
Applications for the 2026 CRN Tech Innovator Awards will be accepted for all categories for products first made available during the period of May 2, 2025 - May 1, 2026.
· Product MUST be available to North American resellers/solution providers
· Products available only through direct-sales are not eligible
· Only NEW, never before released products or MAJOR ADDITIONS OF FUNCTIONALITY to existing products are eligible. 
· Qualifying products must have been AVAILABLE for purchase through channel partners sometime between May 2, 2025 and May 1, 2026. Beta or pre-release products WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED
· High resolution screen shot or product photo is required
· Applications must be submitted via our online form, completed and paid in full to be considered. Applications containing incomplete data may be disqualified without notice.

Publication
· Finalists will be published on CRN.com on July 13th. Winners will be published on CRN.com beginning August 5, 2026. Finalists and Winners and will be featured in the August 2025 issue of CRN Magazine.
 

QUESTIONS
Application or payment confirmation: Contact CRN Research, crnresearch@thechannelcompany.com
Award process info: Contact Rick Whiting, rwhiting@thechannelcompany.com

IMPORTANT
Make sure you click the "SUBMIT" button at the bottom of the form to successfully complete your application. You'll see a confirmation screen, followed by a confirmation email with your completed form attached as a PDF.

COST TO APPLY: US $195 per product, non-refundable


Please note: THE OFF-LINE FORM IS NOT VALID FOR SUBMISSION. The printable form is provided for convenience only. To qualify for submission, it's still necessary to fill out the online form to submit a product for consideration. Only applications submitted through our online process will be considered. Once you hit SUBMIT, you'll receive a PDF of your completed applications(s). If you submit your application and do not receive a confirmation email. please contact crnresearch@thechannelcompany.com to verify that we received it.
 


1) The person listed below will be CRN's primary contact should any questions arise.

Please enter contact information below.
First Name*: _________________________________________________
Last Name*: _________________________________________________
Title*: _________________________________________________
Organization*: _________________________________________________
Do you work for the vendor or a PR company?*
( ) Vendor
( ) PR Company
Email Address*: _________________________________________________
Phone Number*: _________________________________________________
Extension, if applicable: _________________________________________________
Name of company that you will be applying for*: _________________________________________________

2) Who is the main marketing/PR contact (for award/notification purposes)?*
( ) I am (the person filling out this form)
( ) I would like to provide additional contact information for this person

3) Main Marketing/PR Contact (for award/notification purposes)
First Name*: _________________________________________________
Last Name*: _________________________________________________
Title*: _________________________________________________
Company*: _________________________________________________
Email Address (not for publication)*: _________________________________________________
Phone Number (not for publication)*: _________________________________________________
Extension, if applicable: _________________________________________________



4) For the rest of this application, all questions apply to the company applying for the Tech Innovator Awards.

If you work externally, please answer for your client rather than your own company.
 
Name of the company applying for the Tech Innovator Awards*: _________________________________________________
Headquarters Street Address*: _________________________________________________
Line 2: _________________________________________________
Line 3: _________________________________________________
City*: _________________________________________________
State/Province/District or Protectorate*

( ) Alabama
( ) Alaska
( ) Alberta
( ) American Samoa
( ) Arizona
( ) Arkansas
( ) British Columbia
( ) California
( ) Colorado
( ) Connecticut
( ) Delaware
( ) Florida
( ) Georgia
( ) Guam
( ) Hawaii
( ) Idaho
( ) Illinois
( ) Indiana
( ) Iowa
( ) Kansas
( ) Kentucky
( ) Louisiana
( ) Maine
( ) Manitoba
( ) Marshall Islands
( ) Maryland
( ) Massachusetts
( ) Michigan
( ) Micronesia
( ) Minnesota
( ) Mississippi
( ) Missouri
( ) Montana
( ) Nebraska
( ) Nevada
( ) New Brunswick
( ) Newfoundland and Labrador
( ) New Hampshire
( ) New Jersey
( ) New Mexico
( ) New York
( ) North Carolina
( ) North Dakota
( ) Northern Marianas
( ) Northwest Territories
( ) Nova Scotia
( ) Nunavut
( ) Ohio
( ) Oklahoma
( ) Ontario
( ) Oregon
( ) Palau
( ) Pennsylvania
( ) Prince Edward Island
( ) Puerto Rico
( ) Quebec
( ) Rhode Island
( ) Saskatchewan
( ) South Carolina
( ) South Dakota
( ) Tennessee
( ) Texas
( ) Utah
( ) Vermont
( ) Virginia
( ) Virgin Island
( ) Washington
( ) West Virginia
( ) Wisconsin
( ) Wyoming
( ) Yukon

( ) Other
Postal Code*: _________________________________________________
Country*: _________________________________________________
Headquarters Phone Number*: _________________________________________________
Main Website URL*: _________________________________________________
Corporate Email Domain*: _________________________________________________
Year the company was founded*: _________________________________________________
Which category best describes your company's Total Annual Corporate Revenue for 2025?
This is used for categorization purposes only.*
( ) Less than $100M
( ) $100M - $1B
( ) Greater than $1B
( ) I do not wish to disclose
CEO/Top Executive Name*: _________________________________________________
Top Executive Title*: _________________________________________________

5) Global Channel Chief Information
First Name*: _________________________________________________
Last Name*: _________________________________________________
Title*: _________________________________________________
Phone Number*: _________________________________________________
Email Address*: _________________________________________________

6) North American/US Channel Chief Information
First Name*: _________________________________________________
Last Name*: _________________________________________________
Title*: _________________________________________________
Phone Number*: _________________________________________________
Channel Chief Email Address*: _________________________________________________
In some cases, our coverage of the CRN Tech Innovator Awards finalists and winners may spotlight only one of the above channel executives. In such cases, which of the above channel executives should be featured?*
( ) The GLOBAL channel chief identified above
( ) The NORTH AMERICAN/US channel chief identified above


Nominated Product Information

7) Please provide the following information about the product you are nominating.
Full name of the product you are nominating as it should appear in our coverage, including company name and product name (example TechCo CoolProduct v5.0)*: _________________________________________________
Product Category (Your product might fit into multiple categories but please select the ONE that BEST fits. If you wish to enter your product in multiple categories, you will need to fill out a separate application and pay the application fee for each additional category.)

CRN reserves the right to move applicants into different categories, or to create new categories, if we determine that the category applied for is not the best fit.*
SD-WAN (Please apply under Security>Secure Access Service Edge)
( ) AI Infrastructure: Server platforms purpose-built to support AI workloads and optimized for performance, scalability, and enterprise or hybrid deployment.
( ) AI PCs: An AI PC is a laptop or desktop specifically designed to run artificial intelligence applications locally, featuring a CPU, GPU, and a dedicated Neural Processing Unit (NPU) for faster, more efficient AI use.
( ) AI Software and Platforms: Software platforms and applications where artificial intelligence is a major differentiator, including model development, deployment, orchestration, copilots, and AI-driven business or IT offerings.
( ) Application Development & DevOps: Tools and platforms that support application design, development, testing, deployment, and lifecycle management for developers and DevOps teams.
( ) Application Performance / Observability: Products that monitor, analyze, and improve application performance, availability, and behavior using metrics, logs, traces, and telemetry. These offerings provide actionable insights into both application and infrastructure performance and user experience.
( ) Business Intelligence and Data Analytics: Platforms that analyze, visualize, and report on data to deliver insights that support business and IT decision-making.
( ) Cloud Management and Optimization: Tools that manage, govern, and optimize cloud environments, including provisioning, policy enforcement, operational control, and cost or usage optimization.
( ) Data and Information Management: Products that organize, integrate, govern, and manage data and information assets, excluding analytics, backup, and security-focused offerings.
( ) Data Protection, Management and Resiliency: Offerings that protect data through backup, recovery, replication, and continuity capabilities to ensure resilience against failures, cyber incidents, and disruptions.
( ) Edge Computing / Internet of Things: Technologies that enable computing, management, and data processing at or near the edge, including IoT platforms and distributed edge infrastructure.
( ) IT Automation / RPA: Tools that automate IT or business processes using workflows, orchestration, or robotic process automation to improve efficiency and reduce manual effort.
( ) IT Infrastructure Monitoring and Management: Products that monitor, manage, and maintain IT infrastructure health, performance, and availability across servers, networks, devices, and environments, focusing on the health and status of core IT assets, with less emphasis on application-level or user-centric insights.
( ) MSP Platforms and Tools: Platforms and tools designed primarily for managed service providers to deliver, manage, secure, and support customer IT services at scale.
( ) Networking – Enterprise: Networking products designed for large or complex environments, including enterprise switching, routing, and network platforms.
( ) Networking – SMB: Networking offerings designed for small and midsize businesses, emphasizing simplicity, affordability, and ease of deployment and management.
( ) Networking – Wireless: Wireless networking products and platforms focused on Wi-Fi connectivity, management, optimization, and performance.
( ) Power Protection and Management: Products that protect, monitor, and manage power for IT environments, including UPS systems, intelligent power distribution, and power management software.
( ) Security (If you check “Security,” please see security subcategories below.): Cybersecurity products designed to protect systems, networks, data, and users, with applicants selecting one specific security subcategory for evaluation.
( ) Storage – Cloud: Cloud-based storage products and services designed for public, private, or multi-cloud environments.
( ) Storage – Enterprise: On-premises or hybrid storage systems designed for enterprise data centers, including arrays and software-defined storage platforms.
( ) Unified Communications & Collaboration – Enterprise: Enterprise-grade platforms that enable voice, video, messaging, and collaboration for large or complex organizations.
( ) Unified Communications & Collaboration – SMB: Communications and collaboration offerings designed for small and midsize businesses, emphasizing ease of use and deployment.
( ) Virtualization / Virtual Desktop Infrastructure: Platforms that virtualize compute resources or deliver virtual desktops and applications to users across on-premises, cloud, or hybrid environments.


Please specify Security Category if you selected Security above. (Select the ONE that best fits.)*
( ) AI Security: Products designed to secure AI models, AI systems, and AI usage, including protection against model abuse, data leakage, and AI-specific threats.
( ) Cloud and Application Security: Security offerings that protect cloud workloads, applications, and APIs, including visibility, policy enforcement, and threat prevention across cloud environments.
( ) Data Security: Offerings that protect sensitive data through encryption, access controls, monitoring, and loss prevention across structured and unstructured data environments.
( ) Email and Web Security: Offerings that protect users from email- and web-based threats, including phishing, malware, and malicious content delivery.
( ) Endpoint Protection/Extended Detection and Response: Security platforms that protect endpoints through prevention, detection, and response capabilities, including XDR offerings that correlate endpoint telemetry with broader threat data. 
( ) Identity and Access Management: Products that manage and secure digital identities, authentication, authorization, and access controls for users, devices, and applications.
( ) Managed Detection and Response: Managed security services that provide continuous threat monitoring, detection, investigation, and response on behalf of customers.
( ) Network Security – Enterprise: Network security offerings designed for large or complex environments, including firewalls, intrusion prevention, and secure network architectures.
( ) Network Security – SMB: Network security products designed for small and midsize businesses, emphasizing simplified deployment, management, and protection.
( ) Secure Access Service Edge: Cloud-delivered security platforms that converge network and security services to protect users, devices, and access to applications. (Includes the former SD-WAN category.)
( ) Security Operations Platform / SIEM: Platforms that centralize security data, analytics, and workflows to support threat detection, investigation, and security operations.
This product is:*
( ) New to the market
( ) A significant update to a previously released product
( ) A minor update to a previously released product
Date this new product/updated version was introduced*: _________________________________________________
Date this new product/updated version became available/started shipping*: _________________________________________________
Is this product sold by or delivered through solution providers, systems integrators, VARs or other channel partners in North America?
( ) Yes
( ) No
Please briefly describe the product, its functionality and its target market. (150 words max)*
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
What makes this new product/ product update innovative? (150 words max.)*
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
What customer segment (by size) is this product aimed at?*
Please select all that apply.
[ ] Small business, 1– 99 users
[ ] Midmarket, 100 – 999 users
[ ] Enterprises, 1,000+ users



8) Additional product details
What are the top 3 competitors to this product, and please describe specifically how this product is differentiated from those competitors? (Note: This is a required answer but  it will not be published in the Tech Innovators database.)*
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
Why is this new product/ product update important to your channel partners? (100 words max)*
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
What are the recurring revenue opportunities for channel partners with this product? (100 words max; please enter “0” if does not apply)*
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
Is this product sold through North American distributors? If yes, please list.  *
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
What AI capabilities does this new product/product update provide and why are they important? (100 words max)*
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 



9) Solution Provider Product Endorsement:

In this section, please enter an endorsement for the new product/ product update and the contact information for one of your North American reseller/integrator/MSP partners

(Note: This quote might be published, and the person might be contacted by a CRN editor for clarification or further details. We are seeking input from a solution provider partner. Please DO NOT submit a quote from a technology partner, customer or distributor)
Quote From Reseller/integrator/MSP (250 words max. Might be published. Please DO NOT submit a quote from a technology partner or distributor.)*
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
Quoted Person's Company*: _________________________________________________
Quoted Person's Full Name*: _________________________________________________
Quoted Person's Title*: _________________________________________________
Quoted Person's Email Address*: _________________________________________________
Quoted Person's Phone Number*: _________________________________________________
Quoted Person's Extension, if applicable: _________________________________________________



10) In order to complete and submit your application, please upload a high-resolution screenshot (for software) or product photo (for hardware) (300dpi or better; 2MB max). Prior to upload, please label your image file with the following naming convention: CompanyName-ProductName.fileextension (i.e. XYZSoftwareCo-CloudOne.jpg) Once you've selected your photo, you must click the "upload" button in order for your photo to upload successfully.*
________1



Please note that a payment is required for each individual Tech Innovators application that is submitted.

You must submit your payment below by clicking the "Pay Now" button.  All major credit cards are accepted.  If you need to return to this page at a later point to submit payment, please click the save now button at the top.  The application will not be submitted until a valid payment has been made.

After submitting your payment information, a successful payment message will appear below.  Once you have seen this message, YOU MUST CLICK SUBMIT at the bottom to finalize your application.  

A confirmation email will follow upon application submission.

You will receive an email receipt for your payment within a few minutes of successful payment.

For payment inquiries, please send an email to crnresearch@thechannelcompany.com.

If we have any additional questions we will let you know.







Thank You!

Your application has been submitted.


In the next few minutes, you will receive a confirmation email that will contain a PDF of the submitted application.  If after reviewing the PDF, you require to edit your application, we will be able to provide you with a link that will enable you to re-enter the application.

*Please take the time to review your application once you submit it. Please note your application will be published as is. Any corrections needed after publication will be subject to a $100 administrative fee.



