CRN's 2026 AI Innovators Award Application

 
The 2026 CRN AI Innovators list recognizes North American solution providers such as MSPs, VARs, systems integrators and consultants for overall excellence and technical acumen in delivering AI-focused solutions to end customers.

Click here to download a blank copy of the application for planning purposes. Applications must be submitted via our online tool to be considered.

In October, 2026, CRN will recognize solution provider companies for ingenuity in delivering AI-focused solutions to the North American market.

A panel of CRN editors will select the honorees, which will be announced on CRN.com on October 12, 2026.


Eligibility:
The 2026 AI Innovators award is open to solution providers based in North America. Solution providers are defined as companies that recommend, sell and/or implement technology products or services to end users on behalf of a technology vendor. They often sell or recommend technology from multiple vendors and add their own services to create a full solution. They act as the trusted advisor to an end customer This category includes resellers, value-added resellers (VARs), managed service providers (MSPs), systems integrators, network integrators and technology consultants

Technology vendors and distributors are not eligible. 

COST TO APPLY: NONE

DEADLINE: Final versions of your application must be submitted ONLINE by 11:59PM PT on Friday, August 14th, 2026.  


 
QUESTIONS
If you have any questions regarding this application, please contact: Rick Whiting, rwhiting@thechannelcompany.com

IMPORTANT
Make sure you click the "SUBMIT" button at the bottom of the form to successfully complete your application. You'll see a confirmation screen, followed by a confirmation email with your completed form attached as a PDF.

Note: Solution provider companies that completed applications for the AI Solution Provider of the Year category of the 2026 CRN Best of the Channel (BotC) Awards (application already closed) will automatically be considered for the 2026 CRN AI Innovators list. No additional application is required. However, these are two separate awards programs that are independent of each other: inclusion as a finalist or winner of BotC does not guarantee a spot on the AI Innovators list, and vice versa. This only extends to companies that applied for the AI Solution Provider category. Companies that applied for other BotC awards categories but not the AI Solution Provider category would still need to fill out this application to be considered for CRN AI Innovators.

 


The person listed below will be CRN's primary contact should any questions arise.

Please enter contact information below.
First Name*: _________________________________________________
Last Name*: _________________________________________________
Title*: _________________________________________________
Organization*: _________________________________________________
Do you work for the applicant or a PR company?*
( ) Solution Provider Company
( ) PR Company
Email Address*: _________________________________________________
Phone Number*: _________________________________________________
Extension, if applicable: _________________________________________________
Name of company that you will be applying for*: _________________________________________________

1) Who is the main marketing/PR contact (for award/notification purposes)?*
( ) I am (the person filling out this form)
( ) I would like to provide additional contact information for this person

Key Marketing/PR Contact (for award/notification purposes)
First Name*: _________________________________________________
Last Name*: _________________________________________________
Title*: _________________________________________________
Company*: _________________________________________________
Email Address (not for publication)*: _________________________________________________
Phone Number (not for publication)*: _________________________________________________
Extension, if applicable: _________________________________________________

Stay ahead of the channel. Receive CRN Channel Essentials, our weekly deep dive on top channel trends?
Delivered weekly. Free. Unsubscribe anytime.
( ) Yes
( ) No

We are currently recruiting for our Channel Advisory Network (previously the CRN Channel Intelligence Council).

Would you like to be added to the Channel Advisory Network - where you would get exclusive first access to surveys, and rewards for completion?

If you check yes, we will use your email provided above to add you to our network.

(If you are already a member, please click "No thanks / I am already a member ")*
 ( ) Yes
( ) No thanks / I am already a member


2) For the rest of this application, all questions apply to the company applying for the AI Innovator Award.

If you work externally, please answer for your client rather than your own company.
 
Company Name*: _________________________________________________
HQ City*: _________________________________________________
HQ State/Province/District or Protectorate*

( ) Alabama
( ) Alaska
( ) Alberta
( ) American Samoa
( ) Arizona
( ) Arkansas
( ) British Columbia
( ) California
( ) Colorado
( ) Connecticut
( ) Delaware
( ) Florida
( ) Georgia
( ) Guam
( ) Hawaii
( ) Idaho
( ) Illinois
( ) Indiana
( ) Iowa
( ) Kansas
( ) Kentucky
( ) Louisiana
( ) Maine
( ) Manitoba
( ) Marshall Islands
( ) Maryland
( ) Massachusetts
( ) Michigan
( ) Micronesia
( ) Minnesota
( ) Mississippi
( ) Missouri
( ) Montana
( ) Nebraska
( ) Nevada
( ) New Brunswick
( ) Newfoundland and Labrador
( ) New Hampshire
( ) New Jersey
( ) New Mexico
( ) New York
( ) North Carolina
( ) North Dakota
( ) Northern Marianas
( ) Northwest Territories
( ) Nova Scotia
( ) Nunavut
( ) Ohio
( ) Oklahoma
( ) Ontario
( ) Oregon
( ) Palau
( ) Pennsylvania
( ) Prince Edward Island
( ) Puerto Rico
( ) Quebec
( ) Rhode Island
( ) Saskatchewan
( ) South Carolina
( ) South Dakota
( ) Tennessee
( ) Texas
( ) Utah
( ) Vermont
( ) Virginia
( ) Virgin Island
( ) Washington
( ) West Virginia
( ) Wisconsin
( ) Wyoming
( ) Yukon
( ) Other

HQ Postal Code*: _________________________________________________
HQ Country*: _________________________________________________
Company Main Website URL*: _________________________________________________
CEO/Top Executive First Name*: _________________________________________________
CEO/Top Executive Last Name*: _________________________________________________
CEO/Top Executive Title*: _________________________________________________

In order to complete and submit your application, please upload a high-resolution photo of the Top Executive/CEO (300dpi or better; 2MB max). Prior to upload, please label your image file with the following naming convention: CompanyName-Name.fileextension (i.e. XYZSoftwareCo-JohnSmith.jpg) Once you've selected your photo, you must click the "upload" button in order for your photo to upload successfully.*
________

Which of the following best describes applicant's current primary business model? (that which contributed the highest percentage of their most recent 12 months of revenues). (Please select one choice from below.)*
To view a description of each business model, place your cursor over the text.*

( ) Value Added Reseller
( ) Consultant
( ) Systems Integrator
( ) Commercial ISV
( ) Custom Systems Builder
( ) Managed Service Provider
( ) Hosting Services Provider
( ) Digital Marketing Agency
( ) Service Provider Agent
( ) Retailer/etailer

( ) Other (please specify): _________________________________________________*



Do not include any information that cannot be made public, including financial information. Information included in this section of the application may be published.
Please provide a brief description of the company, including key markets served. (150 words max)*
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 

Please describe why this company should be considered for the AI Innovators Award, including details of actions the company took over the past 12 months to establish itself as an AI powerhouse. (200 words max)*
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 

Please list the strategic AI-related industry or vendor designations/certifications/specializations this company currently holds.*
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 

Select a corporate customer case study of an AI solution your company designed, sold and implemented from the past 12 months and explain why it was such a success, how you helped that customer solve a business need using AI technology and what the impact to the customer was. Include details of what vendor technology and services were part of the solution as well as any technology or services provided by your company. (The case study can be anonymized, e.g. a midmarket retail customer based in Houston).*
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 

What AI-related honors, awards or commendations has your company won over the past 12 months? Please provide details of the honor, why you received it and the entity or person who awarded it.*
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 

What impact has AI had on your business over the last 12 months regarding the way you run your business and the solutions you offer? (100 words max) *
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 



By submitting this application, you are granting The Channel Company the right to follow-up with the applicant, nominee and PR contact indicated, regarding this application.  You may unsubscribe from these communications at any time.  For information on how to unsubscribe, as well as our privacy practices and our commitment to protecting your privacy, please review our Privacy Policy*

Please indicate below that you understand and agree to the terms above.*
[ ] I agree and understand the terms

Please save this link in case you need to make any edits before the application period closes: survey edit link

Note: Any changes made after the close of the application may not get updated with our editorial team. If you are making edits after the close of the application period, please let us know so we can review and export your updates.


Thank You!

Your application has been submitted.


In the next few minutes, you will receive a confirmation email that will contain a PDF of the submitted application.  If after reviewing the PDF, you require to edit your application, we will be able to provide you with a link that will enable you to re-enter the application.

